
Grayrigg CE Primary School Vocabulary Progression for Art and Design

EYFS
Tiny Acorns

KS1
Acorns

LKS2
Oaks

UKS2
Mighty Oaks

Drawing
and Line
work

Names things they
uses: Noun
colours and shapes
equipment
pattern

Description
words/adjectives
and adverbs
bumpy, curved,
hard, lines
long, short,
squelchy, squidgy,
shiny, colourful,
squiggling, wiggly,
rough, smooth,
straight, thick think,
wavy, zig-zag

Action words verbs
drawing, painting,
chopping, joining,
flatten, bend,
cutting, sticking,

Thick Thin Light Dark
Shading soft Tone
Broad Narrow Fine
Pattern Line Shape
Detail Nature,
Comparison

Frame Boundary
Line
Plan Distance
Direction Position
Form Texture Tone
Weight Pressure
Portrait Appearance
Character
Personality,
perspective,
geometric, 3D
Change Improve,
cross-hatching

Batik, Spray, Thick
cap, Thin cap, Effect,
3D, Lettering,
Vertical, Negative
space, Line density.

Colour
and
painting

Blend Bright Primary
Secondary, Warm,
cold, mixing, colour
wash,

Abstract Natural
Bold Delicate
Detailed Colour
descriptors e.g.
scarlet, crimson,
emerald, eau de nil,
turquoise Watery
Intense Strong
Opaque Translucent
Wash Tint Shade
Background
Foreground Middle
ground

Graffiti, Stippled,
Splattered, Dabbed,
Scraped, Dotted,
Stroked, Textured,
Flat, Layered,
Opaque,
Translucent, Intense,
Legal, Illegal,
vandalism or art,

Form
structure
and
texture

Sculpture Structure
Assemble Construct
Model Fold Bend
Attach Statue Stone
Metal Curve Form
Clay Impress Texture

Form Shape Texture
Composition Profile
Stylised Proportion
Decoration Ornate
Perspective,
Two-dimension
Three-dimension
pliable Hollow
flexible

Realistic, Proportion,
Surface, Texture,
Structure, Construct,
Flexible, Attachment,
Relief, Line, Shape,
Pose, Position,
Gesture, Proportion,
Balance.

Printing
and
patterns

Print Rubbing
Smudge Image
Reverse Shapes
Surface Pressure
Decoration Cloth
Repeat Rotate
Mon-print Two-tone
print

Imprint Impression
Mould Mon-print
Background Pounce
Marbling Surface
Absorb Stencil
Negative image
Positive image

Aesthetic, Pattern,
Motif, Victorian,
Islamic, Rotation,
Reflection,
Symmetrical,
Repetition,
Monotype, Relief,
Printing plate, Inking
up, Intaglio,
Water-based,
Oil-based, Overlap,
Etching, Engraving,
Indentation,
Pressure.
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